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Evotec and Harvard University 
Expand Strategic Alliance into 
Kidney Disease  
 
Hamburg, Germany – 17 January 2012:   Evotec AG (Frankfurt 
Stock Exchange: EVT, TecDAX) today announced a second strategic 
alliance with Harvard University, this time including Brigham and 
Women’s Hospital aimed at discovering and developing new 
biomarkers and treatments in the field of kidney disease. The first
successful collaboration “CureBeta” was established in March 2011 to 
develop new diabetes therapies targeting beta cell regeneration. 

Now Harvard, Brigham and Women’s Hospital and Evotec also bring 
together extensive expertise and know-how in kidney biology, 
physiology and disease along with a unique set of tools to identify,
validate and develop candidate targets and biomarkers. The alliance
will pursue systematic and unbiased approaches towards the 
identification of kidney disease relevant mechanisms with particular 
interest in mechanisms with disease modifying potential. This program 
“CureNephron” is designed to deliver and exploit novel therapeutic 
targets as well as biomarkers that allow more accurate diagnosis,
monitoring and treatment of chronic and acute kidney disease.  

Advanced chronic kidney disease (CKD) and severe forms of acute 
kidney injury have very limited treatment options and are associated 
with high morbidity and mortality. Patients with end stage renal 
disease (ESRD) suffer from complete loss of kidney function and have
to be treated by dialysis, a costly and burdensome procedure with 
limited efficacy and generally poor prognosis. Novel therapeutic 
approaches are needed that have the potential to protect and restore 
the function of key kidney cell types aiming to slow and reverse
disease progression for patients with non-dialysis dependent CKD as 
well as patients with ESRD on dialysis. 

“We are extremely proud to work with Dr. Andy McMahon and Dr. Ben 
Humphreys, who are highly accomplished scientists and clinicians in 
this exciting field. Together with Evotec scientists they will be part of a 
uniquely cross functional team covering kidney biology, physiology,
and disease as well as leading drug discovery expertise. Our combined 
efforts will lead to new insights into kidney disease biology and fuel a 
pipeline of commercially exciting drug candidates in acute and chronic 
kidney disease,” said Dr. Cord Dohrmann, CSO of Evotec.  

Dr. Andy McMahon, Professor at Harvard University, said “The 
primary mechanisms leading and driving the development of kidney
damage have not been systematically explored. We aim to
comprehensively screen for these mechanisms looking at how
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individual kidney cell types respond to acute and chronic insults during
various stages of disease progression as well as during the recovery
process”.  
 
Dr. Ben Humphreys, associate physician in the Renal Division, 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital and a professor at Harvard 
Medical School,  added: “As chronic diseases such as diabetes 
continue to grow at alarming rates there is an ever increasing need to 
develop new treatment options for diabetes related co-morbidities
which include end stage renal disease. In collaboration with Evotec, 
we are enthusiastic about identifying and exploring new mechanisms
that have the potential to modify disease progression and hopefully
produce first-in-class therapeutics for the treatment of kidney 
disease.” 

“We’re very pleased to expand our alliance which is testimony to a 
highly productive working relationship with Evotec in diabetes”, said 
Isaac T. Kohlberg, Harvard’s Chief Technology Development
Officer and head of its Office of Technology Development. “This 
new collaboration involving researchers from Harvard University and 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital as well as Evotec is a great example of 
joining forces across traditional academic and industrial boundaries to 
more rapidly advance groundbreaking science to the stage of
translational medicine and ultimately patients.” 
 
Further details and commercial terms of the cooperation are not 
disclosed. 
 
 

 
ABOUT EVOTEC AG 
Evotec is a drug discovery alliance and development partnership company
focused on rapidly progressing innovative product approaches with leading
pharmaceutical and biotechnology companies. We operate worldwide providing
the highest quality stand-alone and integrated drug discovery solutions, 
covering all activities from target-to-clinic. The Company has established a 
unique position by assembling top-class scientific experts and integrating state-
of-the-art technologies as well as substantial experience and expertise in key 
therapeutic areas including neuroscience, pain, metabolic diseases as well as
oncology and inflammation. Evotec has long-term discovery alliances with
partners including Boehringer Ingelheim, CHDI, Genentech, Medimmune/Astra 
Zeneca and Ono Pharmaceutical. In addition, the Company has existing
development partnerships and product candidates both in clinical and
preclinical development. These include partnerships with Boehringer Ingelheim, 
MedImmune and Andromeda (Teva) in the field of diabetes, and with Roche in 
the field of Alzheimer's disease. For additional information please go to 
www.evotec.com. 

ABOUT HARVARD UNIVERSITY’S OFFICE OF TECHNOLOGY 
DEVELOPMENT 
The Harvard Office of Technology Development (OTD) is responsible for all 
activities pertaining to the evaluation, patenting and licensing of new 
inventions and discoveries made at Harvard University and Harvard Medical 
School. OTD also serves to further the development of Harvard technologies 
through the establishment of sponsored research collaborations with industry. 
OTD’s mission is to promote the public good by fostering innovation and 
translating new inventions made at Harvard into useful products available and 
beneficial to society.  

 

 
FORWARD-LOOKING STATEMENTS — Information set forth in this press 
release contains forward-looking statements, which involve a number of risks 
and uncertainties. The forward-looking statements contained herein represent 
the judgement of Evotec as of the date of this report. Such forward-looking 
statements are neither promises nor guarantees, but are subject to a variety of 
risks and uncertainties, many of which are beyond our control, and which could 
cause actual results to differ materially from those contemplated in these 
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forward-looking statements. We expressly disclaim any obligation or 
undertaking to release publicly any updates or revisions to any such 
statements to reflect any change in our expectations or any change in events, 
conditions or circumstances on which any such statement is based. 
 
 
 

 
 


